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European legislation

Creation of EURL ECVAM and different European networks

Directive
2010/63/EU



EURL ECVAM

‘European Union Reference Laboratory for Alternatives to Animal Testing’

VALIDATION
Reliability - Relevance - Aim

COMMUNICATION
Between different stakeholders

DISSEMINATION
Active distribution of information
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!  Extended process !



EURL ECVAM: validation

2008

2014
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EURL ECVAM: validation

2008

2014
Increased need for laboratory capacity

Regulatory relevance of submitted methods often unclear

?
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EU-NETVAL

‘EU Network of Laboratories for the Validation of Alternative Methods’

AIM: Support validation studies of EURL 
ECVAM 

COORDINATION: EURL ECVAM with DG 
Environment and the NCPs

MEMBERS: 35 (last call 09/2015)

1. Sciensano – Quality of Vaccines and 
Blood Products

2. VITO-ABS – Research team Applied Bio 
& molecular Systems



EU-NETVAL

➢ 15 EU-NETVAL facilities have been assigned to work on 18 in vitro 
methods – results of the validation study are being evaluated at OECD by a 
panel of experts



TSAR

https://tsar.jrc.ec.europa.eu/



PARERE network

‘Network for Preliminary Assessment of Regulatory Relevance of 
alternative methods and approaches’

PARERE representative in 
30 EU member states

(BE: Sciensano)

Exchange of knowledge on NAMs with regulators

?
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BE PARERE network

Link between the PARERE contact point, the National Coordinator of the OECD Test 
Guidelines Programme (NC) and the National Contact Point for implementation of 
Directive 2010/63



BE PARERE network

BE experts from different regulatory domains

Role of PARERE has evolved – type of experts needed has changed



In practice

Coordination of advice from Belgian experts 
and the Belgian participation in EU-NETVAL

Organisation of 2 meetings of the BE PARERE 
network and 1 with the NCPs

Preparation and participation to the yearly 
PARERE/ESTAF meeting

1

2

3



Coordination of advice
Requests from EURL ECVAM/JRC

Individual methods Strategies



Coordination of advice

Requests from other organisations



EU PARERE/ESTAF Meeting



Meetings of BE PARERE network

Diverse regulatory relevant topics

▪ EU H2020 research projects 

including ONTOX, ALTERNATIVE,…

▪ Updates of EURL ECVAM

▪ Progress on the regulatory uptake 

of NAMs

▪ EMA 3R Working Group

▪ Endocrine Disruption

▪ OMCL activities

▪ ..



Overall goal



Contact

Sciensano • Rue Juliette Wytsmanstraat 14 • 1050 Brussels • Belgium

T +32 2 642 51 11 • T Press +32 2 642 54 20 • info@sciensano.be • www.sciensano.be 

Birgit Mertens • birgit.mertens@sciensano.be • +32 2 642 54 40

Mieke Van Mulders • mieke.vanmulders@sciensano.be • +32 2 642 52 52


